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AXA Real Estate appoints Deborah Shire 

as Global Head of Business 

Development 

 
AXA Real Estate Investment Managers (“AXA Real Estate”), the leading real estate portfolio and 

asset manager in Europe*, with over €40 billion of assets under management as at September 

2011, is pleased to announce that it has appointed Deborah Shire as Global Head of Business 

Development, a new position which carries overall responsibility for Corporate Finance, Investor 

Relations, Marketing & Communication and Business Development.  Reporting directly to CEO, 

Pierre Vaquier, Deborah will join AXA Real Estate's Management Board and play a key role in 

leading innovation, supervising product initiatives and coordinating capital raising efforts as AXA 

Real Estate increasingly focuses on adopting a solutions-led approach to fulfilling clients' objectives. 

 

Ms Shire joins AXA Real Estate from her position as Deputy Head of Structured Finance at AXA 

Investment Managers ("AXA IM"), where she was in charge of strategy, finance, marketing, 

operations and product development.  Having joined AXA IM in 1998 as a quantitative portfolio 

manager, Ms Shire then worked alongside the founding team in 2000 to establish AXA IM’s 

Structured Finance Division, where she became Head of Structured Finance Engineering in charge 

of product development and structuring.  Prior to joining AXA IM, Deborah spent three years 

working as a project manager at the AXA Group’s Corporate Finance and Treasury Department in 

Paris. 

 

Ms Shire is a graduate from French engineering school SUPAERO (Ecole Nationale Supérieure de 

l'Aéronautique et de l'Espace) and holds a diploma of Financial Analyst from the SFAF (French 

Society of Financial Analysts). 

 

Commenting on the appointment, Pierre Vaquier, CEO of AXA Real Estate, said:  “Deborah 

has a strong track record of creating highly innovative and successful solutions for clients and this, 

coupled with her extensive experience working across multiple strategies, was a fundamental factor 

in our decision to appoint her into this newly created and important role.  As we focus increasingly 

on working with our clients to create specific solutions to their investment objectives, we felt it was 

important to strengthen our Management Board with someone who is able to bring a fresh 

perspective and new ideas which can be married to our highly experienced and successful real 
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estate teams.  I look forward to working with Deborah as we continue to grow the AXA Real Estate 

business and it gives me great pleasure to  welcome her to the team.” 

 

- ENDS - 
 

AXA Real Estate Investment Managers (AXA Real Estate), a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
AXA Investment Managers, is the largest real estate portfolio and asset manager in Europe, with 
€40 billion of assets under management as at the end of September 2011.  It has over 130 third 
party institutional clients spread across the world, in addition to managing funds for 10 AXA 
insurance companies. 

  
With 500 real estate professionals operating in 22 countries, AXA Real Estate’s competitive 
advantage stems from its global fund management expertise combined with extensive on-the-
ground deal sourcing, asset management and development execution capabilities. 
 
AXA Real Estate structures and actively manages or advises investment products, seeking wide 
ranging opportunities along the risk spectrum to deliver targeted returns commensurate with 
clients’ risk profiles, through a variety of investment strategies.  These range from core to 
opportunistic, country-specific to geographically-diversified, sector-specific to multi-sector, with the 
capacity to invest at all levels of the capital structure. 

 
Global growth remains a key priority and AXA Real Estate is currently expanding its presence in 
both the US and Asia, most recently with the launch of its US office in June 2010.  Assets under 
management have grown from €17 billion 10 years ago to €40 billion today. 

 
 

Visit our website: www.axa-realestate.com  
 

 
 
AXA Investment Managers (AXA IM) is a multi-expert asset management company within the 
AXA Group, a global leader in financial protection and wealth management. AXA IM is one of the 
largest European-based asset managers with approximately €514 billion in assets under management 
as of the end of September 2011. AXA IM employs 2,400 people around the world and operates out of 
23 countries. 
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